The introductory paper by Tim Madigan, a member of both the John Dewey Society and the Bertrand Russell Society, presents an overview of some basic similarities and differences in their approaches to philosophy and education. Focusing on Dewey's work with "The Laboratory School" and Russell's work with Beacon Hill School, he provides comparative insights into their educational aims, principles, and daily practices.
His paper ends by pointing out the hopes and limitations of both educational endeavors.
In the second paper, Michael Rockier, President of the Bertrand Russell Society, provides more background on Russell's educational life and writings, claiming these enabled Russell to add dimensions that were missing from Dewey's pragmatic approach.
Pointing out a variety of philosophical and educational differences, he argues that Dewey was naively hopeful about unbridled democracy in both schools and society. 
